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THE COPPIE OF A. 
Letter ſent into England by a 

GSGSGentleman from the Towne 

| e of Saint Denis im France. 


| VYherein is truely ſet forth the good ſucceſſe 
Hofthe Kings Maieſtiss forces againſt 
the Leaguers and the Prince 
| _ of Parmas power. 


| Wirhehetakingof a Connoy of Uitbuals ſent by the 
9 teutmie to ſuccour Paris: And the grievous 
| '. 12+. eftateof the ſaid Citie at this preſent... 


_?T ſtr that thePÞ;inceofÞar» 
ma was come into the domi⸗ 
N | nions of France, he ſought 
£1 | oppo2tunifte where he might 
/I} | beſt planthimſelfe and his ar⸗ 
mie inſafetie, meaning by po⸗ 
licie firſt to ſettle himſelfe in 
ſome part ofthe Kings regt- 
ment, and to come with ſuch 
4 ——__ | 0s vppon ſodaine the 
Irn king could not remoue, ex⸗ 
tept᷑ he ſhould raiſe his ſlege from befoꝛe Paris, and then fo 
make warre vpon him, which were greatly to the kinges 
hinderance, and the great aduantage of the enemie, fo: 
while the king had bin making warre vpon him, the Lea ⸗ 
2% to 1 
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is in wonderfull diftre 


freſh menand victuallf eq fo2ted v. Citie, which 
„and Sato By 
mong tbem, as it was neuer greater at the ſiege of Jeruſa⸗ 
lem. The true eſtate whereok is in moſt lamentable ſozte 
diſcourſed in the latter end ot this Letter. Wut the king 
whole magnanimitie is knowen and founde ſufficient 
th2oughout the kingdome of France, perceiuing the infent 
and policie ofthe pzince of Parma, neither meant to = 
bis ſiege fromthe Citie of paris, noz to ſuffer that parte 
picardie tobe vnfurniſhed foz the pꝛinces welcome. Foz has 
ning planted that notable warriour Monſieur de la Nowe, 
bis pꝛintipall lieftenant fo2 thoſe partes, being a man kno- 
wen to be both politike and wiſe, and fo2 martiall affaires 
found and appꝛoued to be one of the beſt in al France. This 
Monſieur de la Now hearing of the pꝛinces policie, who 


tame thether with rx. thouſande men , d them into | 


thꝛeꝛ parts, and purpoſed that one part Would goe vnto the 
towne of Lanie, being in number ch thouſand, other ſiue 
thouſand ſhould depart another waie foz the ſuccour of the 
Leaguers,and to enlarge the armie of the Duke de Maine, 
The reſt be determined ſhould tale with bis owne perſoh; 
whom he ſeemed at the firſt to conduct backe again t wai 

Bꝛuſſels, but on a ſodaine toke another wats, and paſſed 
with his power towards Artoyes, where with great policie 
be is planted, yet far inongh fo2 doing any great harm, foz 
be ist ten leagues from the king, and hath infrenched him 
ſelle within a wod,wherehelieth verie ſtrõg. Thus hauing 
diſpearced his armie into th2e& partes, he appointed men of 
great experience to be leaders ofthem, ſo that Monficur la 
Now aduiſed againſt whether of the armies hee were fo 
iopne his fo2ces, ſobecalt about t met with the flue thou⸗ 
ſand we were marching to toyne with the fozces of du 
Maine, and thereby to make him and the Leagners moze 
fkronger,anainſt whom he had ſuch god ſucteſſe, that he diſs 
confited the gꝛeater part who eſcaped by flight, but many 


of * came ſhoꝛt e Now and his _ 
ers 


they are a ſmall time pꝛeſerued from it, yet in the ende it 


| oY 
were thus buſted, the other th:& thouſand went fo a fowne 


called Lanic,where making ſome ſhew ofbattel;the gouer- 
nour thereof(as it is ſayd) had befoze ſolde it to the pzince, 
and ſodainly he ye&lded it, wherupon the ſoldiers who were 
Span(ſards iſſued in and moſt cruelly put the inhabitants 
thereof fo the ſwoꝛd. and foz certaintie thoſe butcherly ga ⸗ 
uernours and ſouldiers not therewith ſatiſſied, did cut and 
mangle the dead carcaſes into peces. Which when it tame 
to the eares of the king, he was verie ſozrowfull, & w2ote 
vnto his gouernour and foꝛces in thoſe parts, commanding 
them to reuenge that bloudie ad, wherein they ouerſlipped 
no fif occaſion fo2 perfozming of the kings commandement, 
Do that within few dates, notwithſtanding that they had 
ſfrongly entrenched themſelues,4 ſeated a ſufficient garri⸗ 
ſon therein, with the loſſe of a few men the ſaid towne was 
recouered,and thoſe in the towne together with the ſaid ſol⸗ 
diers recompenced with the like rigour. Which donbtleTe 
was but the iuſt iudgement of God vppon them, pea, the 


ſolde if fo2 a peece of monie, was at the receit of the ſaid mos 
nie ſtabbed in with a dagger by a common ſouldier, who as 


mong tbem reuelled away bis Spaniſh reals, which he was 


receining foz his reward, euen as wickedly as he had pur⸗ 


af God lighteth vpon ſuch wicked bloud ſuckers,+ although 


ligbteth on their owne heads to their btter confuſion. The 
painte af yarmahauing thus ſetled himſelfe and diuided his 
fo:ces,he pꝛepared to ſend a Conuoie of victuall to relieue 
the Citie of paris: There were furniſhed fo; this Conuoie 
flue hundꝛeth wagons laden with victuals, namely beefe(a 
meate litt le vſed among the French) with mutton, and ſun⸗ 
dꝛie ſoztes of ſiſh both ſalt and frech, with meale and cone 


vnground. There was alſo in the ſame twentie hundzeth 


duſſen of bzead all readie baked, becauſe of the great want 
of thole in the Citie, who were in ſuch tale as ny onng 
Fal! | | * 


Captaine who at the firſt had betraied the ſayde towne and 


chaſed the ſame. Thus may we ſee how the iuſt iudgement 
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- famine,as after moꝛe at large appeareth. L he kings maies 


8 
willingly haue eaten the ſame rawe, and the meale x- cozne 
vnbaked, rather than they would haue ſtaidthe dzeſſing oz 


baking thercof,ſo grieuous and extreame is their pꝛeſent 


tie hauing intelligence by his eſpials of this Conuoie, and 
that ſuch pꝛouiſion was comming from the pꝛinte towards 
paris, he determined with al policie and fozce to pꝛeuent the 
ſame, leaſt the rebellious Cities ſhoulde take edurage vnto 
them, and thereby conceine to haue ſome great reſiſtance by 
meanes of the enemies to the eſtate roiall, and ſo take octa⸗ 
ſion to triumph the moze. This conuoie of victual, as J ſaid 
befoze,being ſent towardes paris, came peaceably within 
foure o2 fine leagues of the plate, being gatded with a ſuffi⸗ 


cient band of men, whereof the king hauing not onelyintel- 


ligence, but alſo of a Captaine which (Maed fo2th of the cis 
tie of paris, who with fifteene hundzed men went to mate 
and receiue the ſaid Conuoie of victuala, ſent foꝛth pzrſent# 
ly dinerſc ofhis companies vnder the conduct ofthe Earie 
Chaſtilion, who pꝛactiſed not onely to intertept their pals 
ſage, but alſo their returning back againe, in which ſernice 
the kings faithfall ſubiects ſo couragtoufly behaued thems 
ſclaes,that in ſhoꝛt time they had their deſire, foz on a ſo⸗ 
daine being in a readines,they had a ſight of the ſaid wag⸗ 
gons whom in ſhoꝛt ſpace they toke, and lle w all thoſe ſoul- 
diers that came with the ſaid Conuote to defend the ſame, 
made ſo hot an aſſault vpon the ſouldiers which iſſued ſoꝛth 
of paris, that they were al taken and ſlain with the loſe of a 
few of the kings ſouldiers. The pꝛintes fozces vnderſtan⸗ 
ding by their [coutes what had happened, durſt not come 
on noꝛ appꝛoch to reſiſt the kings foꝛcee, while they were in 
fight with the Conuote, whereof the valiant Chaſtilion ha⸗ 


ning intelligente, venturonſlie ſet fozward, and with the 


kings foꝛces made towards them, and after a fierce and vas 
liant aſſalt made by them vpon the enemie, who at the firſk 
gane a verie ſtrong and ſtout reſiſtance, they were all put to 
p ſwoꝛd, ſauing ſome few who eſcaped by flight, but neuer 


a man 


——— 


— — 


| hozſemen, thoſe two hundzeth ſet bpon them and cha- 


aman ok thoſe eſcaped aline which [ſued fozth of the Cifie 


of Parts. 
Thus with great i ioy the ſaid Conuoie was bꝛougbt 


info the ſaid towne of Saint Denis, the value whereof is 


by common eſtimation thirty thouſand pounds and better, 


being ſo much victuall as they could in reaſonable ſozt pꝛo⸗ 
uide foꝛ them in th2e moneths. 4 
But ſo ſone as the Pariſians heard of this newes, they 
were wonder ous ſo2zrowfull,and were filled with ſo great 
heuines, that they reſted out of all hope to liue to ſe the day 
when any ſuccour can be ſent them by the enemy: and are 
at this p2cſent perſuaded, that all that euer the Pzince of 
Parma can do foz their reliefe, is but to linger in that place 
where he is, and ſo fo weary the king by defracting of time 
as he did in tie low Countries, when he came thither firſt. 
Since this diſcomfoꝛture ef the enemy , the Datches of 
Guize,the Dutches of Maine, Le Cheuallier de Aumale, and 
diuers other of the chiefe of the Leagners haue diſguiſed 
themſelues in ſimple attire and therby ſecretly iſcued fozth 
of the ſaid Citie: by meanes wherof they are ſccretly eſca⸗ 
ped, being not able any longer fo endure the vnſpeakeable 
famine that is in the ſame ; foz the Launce-knightes enen 
againſt nature and reaſon are though the extreme famine 
conſtrained fo eate their owne naturall childzen. ir 
Befoꝛe this Conuoy afozefaid, came downe towardes 
Parris , the pꝛinte of Parma after be had intrenched him⸗ 
ſelle in this wwd, in the middle whereol is a ſtrong Caſtle, 
he ſent fine hundzeth of his hoꝛſemen fo take view of the 
kings Camp:who wereeſpiedbytwohundzethofthe kings 


ſed them into their owne Trenches , where within their 
own Lrenches and in the wayto the Lrenehes they were 


all laine. 
The pꝛinte of varma, will not by any meanes enter info 


batfell with the king, although der haue bien verie much 


V2ged thernnto,yea,be hath _—_ the termes of ter 
ze 


4 


8 
dize ſoꝛ his often denialls, hauing had much — ol⸗ 
fered him fo enter the field, wherein he excuſeth bimſelfe 
in this ſozt , that be hath no commiſſion froin the king his 
mailter,either to make battel oz to fight in the fteld againſt 
the French king: and that his only charge was fo vittaile 


parris i he could, and to ſuccour thoſe of the League with 


bis Fozces and Councell. And with this reſolution, he con⸗ 
tinueth Cill in the ſaid place, without offer of any fight, ex⸗ 
cept ſome ſmall ſkirmiſhes betwerne his and the kinges 
Souldiers. 

At could not but be a great comfozf bnfo the people in 
their miſerie, when the king receiued ſome of them with 
great curteſie and gaue them fode, which dꝛoue the rebelli- 
ous Nobillifte openly to confeſſe,and from their hearfes to 
think, that be was a king of wonderfull vertuous and mer⸗ 
cifall diſpoſition,and wold gladly haue yelded themſelues, 
if their repentance might any way haue paciſied the kings 
diſpleaſure, but foz as muchas they didall know, that the 
king who is and euer hath been a true falfiller of his wozd 
and pꝛomiſe, hath made an othe, that none of the conſpira⸗ 
tozs of the deceaſed kings death ſhall eſcape and remains 


pardonable, but that he will be reuenged of them foz their 


vnnaturall treaſon, and that nothing but their lines ſhall 
paciſie their hainous murther committed: and in reſpect 
thereof, they kepe themſelues ſo long as they may out of 
the kinges handes. The French king God be thanked, is 
wondzous well pzonided of all thinges fit foz warre, and 
with him is ioyned all the chiefeſt nobilifie and pzinces of 
France : ha hath offofemen thirtie thouſand, and ſeuen 
thouſand Yozlle. And with this Army the king continueth 
fill againſt yarris, which Citie is not likely fo hold out 
long, eſpecially by reaſon ſome of the chiefe of the leaguers 
is fled from thence , whoſe countenance daily held them in 
awe. The LozdGodbleſſe and p2oſper tbe kinges royall 
Maieſtie, and ſend him the vicozie ouer all his enemies to 
we glaʒ ie of Gad — of his holy wozd , — 

there 
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9 
there was neuer in France a king of ſa noble a courage, ſo 
ſkilfull in the warres , and ſo hardie againſt the pꝛoudeſt 
foe, which is all the grefe the enemies haue, becauſe 
they haue to deale againſt ſo valiant a Soldi⸗ 
- our, From Saint Denis the ſe⸗ 
cond ok September. 
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CONCER- 


NING THE EXTREME 
FAMINE OF THE CITIE 
of Paris at this preſent: which is as gtie- 

uous as it was at the ſiege of Jeruſatem, 


1 Ve Kings Paieſtie, ha- 
| | utng often heard of the 


great famine and miſe⸗ 
VA 1 rable calamitie, where 
„into the obſfinate pari⸗ 
| (| ſtans bad wilfully plan- 

a8 |; | cxed themſelues, onely 
i fb2ough the perſuaſios 
8 Dj er the cheefeſt of the lea⸗ 

— — nguers ſide, being fo; the 


molt prat of the Tleargy. And albeit the extremitie 
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pere great, where into they were fallen, pet the re- 

poꝛt of the increaſed miſerp, ſinte that time hath foun- 
ded fo lamentable in his ropall cares, and amongit 
all the reſt of his pzincely and honoꝛable traine, that 
the remembꝛance thereof will not eaſily palle oz bee 
raced out of minde ; the certaine truth whereof, is as 


followeth. "49% 
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12 | yy 
Alter the king had entred S. Denis, as yon heard 
long ſince with all his power, and that he was in full 


The Citi- poſleſſion thereof, there Wed out of parris diuers and 


aris 
ed foorth 


L ſundzy times many poze creatures, reſembling ra⸗ 
ther the Anotamies of death, then people poſſefſed 
with life, ſo ſoꝛe were they waſted with famine, and 
conſumed thzough ertreame hunger, that ercepting 
tbe ſkinne , there was nothing left to couer their fees 
ble bones. So that it pꝛeuailed nothing to be pong 02 
bewtifull in this caſe, oꝛ to boaſt of health, oꝛ to haue 
heapes of gold, foꝛ their ſlomackes deſired that, which 
fo2 golde no2 ſiluer could bee gotten, yea their verte 
harts failed them foz want of neceſſary nouriſhment, 
wherupon they became careleſſe of life, deſiring death 
oz ſpeedie deliuerie from this their miſerable eſtate, 
that they might no longer behold with their eyes, no2 
heare with their eares , the bitter cries of their ſtar⸗ 
ned childzen, and the wonderfull multitudes of their 
friends and kindzed, which foz want of fd daily died 
within that populous and great Cifte.Reſolued ther- 
foze fo finiſh their dolefull dayes, oz to finde reliefe foz 
maintenance of their loathed lines, with leaue of the 
cruell gouernours they iſſued (as J ſaid befoze) out 
of the Citie, and pꝛeſenting them ſelues befoze the 
kings ſouldiers fel downe at their feet, vtelding them 
ſelues to the kings mercy , about the number of a 
ſcoze at a time, men, women and childzen, who being 
bꝛought incontinent befo2ehts roial maieſtie, ſo ſone 
as thep entered his ſight, with bitter teares trickling 
downe their cheekes they pꝛoſtrated themſelues at 
bis feete, and as loude as their feeble voices wonlde 
ſerue,they cried, Vive le Roy, God ſaue the king. Bis 
maieſtie amazed at the vie w of ſo pittifull a ſpectacle, 

and moued with a kingly compaſſion towards them, 
ſawe with his eies and conceiued in his heart, _ 
intol⸗ 


e 


15 
infollerable famiſhment the obſtinate Citie had alre⸗ 
dic endured, but hauing a deſire to learne further of 
the ſtate ther eot, after he had wel viewed the perſons 
of theſe miſerable men, he demanded of them the in⸗ 
tent of their comming. Mherevppon they returned 
this anſwere, that fozaſmuch as they were not able 
ante longer to indure the grieuous famine wherein - 
to they were bꝛought by the long and deſerued ſiege 


which his Maieſtie mainteined about their City, and 


being bꝛought ſo low, that the gouer nours could not 


by reaſon of their weaknes imploie them in any ſer- 


uice, they had free liberty to depart the Citie if ſo they 
thought it connenient:as being people that were like 


ly with many moze in the Citie, to cauſe an infection. 


fo ariſe by means of ſicknes among the reft ol the in⸗ 
habitants, wherefoꝛe, ſapd they, moſt noble and viec⸗ 
toꝛious king, wee are come vnto pour Mighnes, ac⸗ 
knowledging that wee are vnwozthte of ante longer 
lite, by reaſon we haue bin molt vniuſt and robellious 


theles, moſt mighty king, had it not bin thꝛough wic⸗ 


The Citizs 


ſubieds, and vn woꝛthie that ſo gracious and merci⸗ e 
full a pꝛince ſhould open his mouth vnto vs, neuer⸗ g Ee 


rail nt. 


ked perſwaſions, we had neuer ptelded to holde on ſo 
curſed a ſide, but with whome perſwaſtons could not 


p2euaile,they vſed meanes to infoꝛce, being well aſ⸗ 
ſured that they holde the moſt parte by conſtraint, 
whoſe bodies being encloſed within the ſtonie walls 


bol paris, haue enerie daie their heartes infolded with 


their king, conſidering within what ſmall compas 
there is fode inough with fauour and gentlenes fo be 
gotten,and yet they beat the point ofdeath euen foz 
a ſmall quantitie of bzead, that may with their eyes 
beholde euen plentie among beaſts while they them ⸗ 
ſelnes pine and cannot come by it, whereby the diffe- 


rence is chewed betwixt the fauour and _— — a 


— — 
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16 
king, and there withall, tbe retompente of obedience 
and rebellion : 

We conkeſſe therefoze, moſt noblekin g, that th 


mightie and iuſt God hath bent himſelfe againſt vs 


and poured foozth the violl of his wzath ouer theſe 
traitercus confederates of the Leagures, of which 
number we muſt of fozce account and acknowledge 
we haue too long bene, and therefoze we humblie 
ſubmit our ſelues intopour maieſt ies hands, to deale 
with vs as it ſeemeth god in your ſight, 

Mis Paieſtie hauing heard this lamentable com⸗ 
plaint, reuiued their hearts with a fauourable coun- 
tenance, and acco2ding to his pzincely diſpoãtion, in 
a milde manner demaunded what pꝛouiſion of vic⸗ 
tuals (in their iudgements)remayned yet in the citie, 
and what it was wherewith thep hoped to ſuſtapne 
the lines of ſo infinite a multitude as remapned in 
the towne, wiſhing fo declare the ſame in all trueth 
and ſimplicitie oł heart, euen as they would hope to 
finde mertie at his handes foz their knowen and ma⸗ 
niſeſt rebellion, and how long time they ſuppoſed the 
ſame would laſt. 

Bekoze the mightie and dzeadfuil God of heauen, 
who knowes the ſecrets of the harts, and ſhall iudge 
the thoughts that are hatched by vntruth, ſo wil we, 
ſaid they, ſhew and declare this to the king, as farre 
as our memo: ie and knowledge doth ffretch. And if 
your maieſlie find vs falſe let the ſame be recompen⸗ 
ced with the vildeſt death that euer anie did endure. 
And herewithall one of them who was knowne of 


beſt iudgement, and that had been of great account in 


times paſt, put foꝛth his voice befoꝛe the king, and 


Neceſcitic moſt part of the pꝛintes and nobles about him, ſpea⸗ 


andes ma · king as followeth. 
ny chiftes. 


Mecellitie the whetſtone ol mans wit, hauing in⸗ 
fozced 
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ͤ—— id 
aſſociates, with an infinite multitude ol my friendes, 
kinſtotke and neighbours to ſearch fo2 ſuſtenance, loꝛ 
the maintenante ot me and my poꝛe wife and childzen, Neceſsity 
inquired by all meanes after fade when it became ant hires, 
in the Citie, being the onely care that euerp perſon had 3 
to ſeeke fo2 the ſame: and albeit after a ſmall time that 
we were beſerged, wholeſome fode was kept wonder⸗ 
tull cloſe and ſcant among vs, vet our eares were ener ſo 
diligent to hearken after it, that by one meanes oz other 
we alwaies heard where it was to bee had fo2 money, 
and althougb the pꝛouiſion was great within the citie, 
pet by reaſon of the marueilous multitude of inhabi⸗ 
tants, within ſiue monethes after, there was no whole- 
ſome fade to be had fo2 goldno2 treaſure ,fo2 the Robles 
and p2ineipall of the citie, ſuſpecting a long ſeege, got as 
much thereof as they could foꝛ their owne p2ouiſion, and 
the cloyſters with the vniuerſitie did the like: and as fo2 
the Clargie, they ſtayed not behinde any in that matter, 
being men wiſe enough to take the choice befo2eall o⸗ 
ther, by which meanes the common ſoꝛte of the Citi⸗ 
zens ſone found the ſmart thereof, and in vain? ſought 
they after that they could not finde: when flelh failed, 
butter and chert began to grow pꝛetious at rich mens 
tables, though at the firſt they much repined thereat, 
as people that had not bene much acquainted with ſuch 
courſe cates. Bat the iuſt God ſeeing our vathank- 
full hartes, that ſcoꝛned his gifts, and deſpiſed his bleſ⸗ AWE 
ſinges, in two monethes after ſent ſuch a change, that oer 
the fleſh of Hoꝛſes, Aﬀes, Dagges, Cats, Rats, Mice, jcrmine 
Weaſels, and Moles, became daintie vh2s at gentle good meate 
mens tabies, and bo2e ſuch a pꝛire, thaund pore perſon in Paris. 
ww able to compas any, x then our que aſie ſtomicks 
began to be contented with any thing, were it a frying 
pane full of Frogs, a dich ol 1 a Skellet full of 
C girden 
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garden woꝛmes ſod in b2cth: ſhe that went in her hode, 


would haue berne glad to haue licked her lippes after 


them, and would haue bitten her deorcf friend to the 
bencürcte, had hee not beene of her owne heuſhold, fo 
ſwerte a ſauce and ſo ſauoꝛy did hunger make the came 


to taſte, and vet many ol thoſe that thus haue fled, and 
pet woulde bee glad to merte with the wozſt of theſe 
thinges rehearſcd bcfoze they felt the fozce of hunger, 


with many othes, ſaid they would ſtarue vnto death be⸗ 


Ten thou- 


fand dead 
of famine 
in Paris. 


foe any ſuch coꝛrupt thing ſhould cofozt their ſkomacks, 

and pet was all this but a taſte of famine, and nothing 

comparable to that which afterwarde fell vpon vs, 105 
in ſhoꝛt time our bꝛeade of peaſe, tares, dates and acoꝛns 
vtterly failed vs, ſo that none could be had oz feund in a⸗ 
ny place to be ſolde, although we would haue killed one 
another with thzulf, to haue gotten the quantitie ol a 
farthing loale ( farre woꝛſe then any which in foꝛmer 
time we gaue our hozſes) though we would haue giuen 
a French crowne foz ſo much, and thoſe vermine alſo 
that we pzepared and dꝛeſſed, as befoze is ſhewed, was 
on all ſides ſo caught vp and catcn, that in the end there 
was none to be gotten, neither foꝛ one noꝛ other: and 
then began ſuch moꝛtalitie thzough famine, that ten 
thouſand haue already dyed thereof, as may be ſcene in 
the regiſter boke,and at this pꝛeſent, ten thouſand moꝛe 
are like to periſh th2ough the like extremitie. A moſt 
grieuous and intollerable burden ſufficient to infozce a 
flinty hart to remozſe and pittie, how great a warning 
ought this to be to all cities that are in a flouriſhing 


much that delicacie is become lothſome, in reſpect of an 


vnſatiable deſire, and daintineſſe will not be contented 


without great ſuperfluitie, euery man wiſhes foz bet⸗ 
ter, and no man thinketh that he hath godes enough, 
and few remaine thankſull foz any thing: conſider, — 
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eſtate, where plentie poureth foꝛth her treaſures, in ſo 
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hat bree and wil not fo nich as lit bp your eyes. 
much leſſe pour hartes, to render pꝛaiſes fo2 ſo great be⸗ 
nefits,conſider (J ay how iopful æ glad many nobles c 
men of great wo2thip would be of the wozlt bit oꝛ bone 


that you fling vnder the table to pour dogs, while your = 


ſelues in the middeſt of pour exceſſe, fit turning with 
pour kniues point, the meate in diuers diſhes, and 

ſcant among them all finde one moꝛſell to fit pour fan- 
cte, not withſtandung how gladſom a pꝛeſent the leaf ol 
pour loaues would be in Paris, let thoſe imagine that 
can conceiue of their milerie and how many woulde in⸗ 
treate vpon their knees, to be p? 2eferred, as it were to the 
ſhaking ol the table cloth, 02 carrying awap of the tren⸗ 
chers. Undoubtedly, J am perſwaded, that if the dain⸗ 
tieſt mouthed dame in Europe had but one monethes 
experience of the like want, ſhe ſhould afterwarde while 


ſhe did liue, eſteeme better of the leaſt crumme, then ſhe 


doth now ol all the dainties vpon the table. J beſeech 
God be mercifull vato vs, + foꝛgiue our vnthanklulnes, 
t grant vs grace to refoꝛme our liues, leſt we be plagued 
foz our leudnes. But to returne to the fozmer matter. 

The King hauing heard this doulefull diſcourſe, 


whereby they of the towine might haue ſomething to 
put into their bellies to ſkrengthen the hart,and tohelpe 
the ſtomacke, and abate the fury ol hunger. 

Thꝛee werkes (ſaide the repoꝛter) wee continued 


without any ſuſtenance, ſaue onely Flies and Berttles, Flyes and 
whereby we ſought to ſuſtaine our ſelues, with diners Belles. 


other like thinges, till in the end our emptie intrels en⸗ 


The kings 


p2occeded further, and demaunded whether befoze their 700088 
iſſuing fo2th of the Citie, they hadfound no meanes „und. 


foꝛced vs to ſeeke ſome meanes foꝛ relicfe, at what time 
the people deuiſed to gather all kinde of rotes ſuch as 
grew within the compaſſe of the walles, which being 


partched oz other wile dꝛyed, we ground them in a mill, 
C 2 an 


20 
* und bereich made vs bꝛeade, hut alas, lender comfo2t 


conceaued wee thereby, though we were glad ol any 
thing, ſoꝛ in leſſe then two dapes, our people were con⸗ 
ſtrained to finde ſome other remedie againft hunger, 
whercupon it was deuiſed to ſaw all the timber wee 

Bread of t dude come by and conuert it into duſt, and thereof to 
uw. duſt. make vs another ſoꝛte of bꝛeade, which deuice continu- 
ed longer then many ofthe fozmer , and contented vs a 


great deale better, by reaſcn we had ſane guantitie 


thercofto fill our cmprie ſtomackes, bnt this was not to 
be had witheut money, except a body had of their owne 
where with to make it, in ſo much that all the wood 
plankes and boꝛdes which conueniently we coulde come 
by, was put to that vſe, and when this began to grow 


| naouriiſh himſelſe and meditating daply how to inuent 
1 meanes to pꝛecure ſuſtenance, being a thing wherein 


euer one applyed his wits, at length the extremitie 


| was ſuch, that the Churchyardes were digged fo2 deade 
il mens bones, and all the ſaide bones they carryed toge⸗ 
1 Dead mens ther into one place in the citie, where they might lye 
1 bones caten fram the raine, the which afterwarde being waſhed and 
1 dꝛyed, were beaten in peeces and ground, and thereof an 
1 other ſozte of bꝛead was made, and thus we were glad 
to feed our ſtomack es with the bones of the dead. Jn 
'1 which time if it map pleaſe your Patcſtie to pardon my 
5M long and tedious diſconrſe, J am to declare a moſt wo- 
| Men worth, full accident which then happened. 
i vwenty or There was then dwelling among vs, a very ho- 
| thirry thou- neſt and ſubftantiall man, which was Sargeant duer 


— pound gne of our co fo2 theſkillthey foumde to bee in 
1 mon feu. bim,who was imploped as were the reit ol the Citi⸗ 
. zens to be a ſouldier in the Citie fo2 thoſe which of late 


i were eſtermed men wozth twentie 02 thirtie thouſand 
1 pounde, were enſoꝛced to become common 1 3 


ſomething ſcant, every man hauing care pꝛincipally to 
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whole ſubſtante thereby is waſted and bought to no 
thing, ſo much ner de haue they of men in the citte, This 
Sargeant befoꝛe fpcken ot, cc mming he me to his hcuſe 
about ſeuen dayes agoe, his wife and his chudꝛen came 


pꝛeſently running about him, hoping hee had bzonght 


ſomething fo2 then to eate, at what time there was a 
neighbour oꝛ two in the houſe ſtaping his comming, 
and with his wifc lamenting the common calamitie, 

hoping from his mouth to heare ſcme newes of the vel 
ding vp of the Citie into your highneſſe handes. But the 
cryes of the ſtarued childꝛen interi upting the taike be- 
twirt him and his neighbours, the pwze man with a ſoz⸗ 
rowfull hart ſat him downe, fetching a depe ſigh, not 
knowing what to doe fo2 them, the childzen ſtill cloying 
bis eares with their pittifull complaintes, Ba Father, 
ſaide they, will pou ſee vs dye fo2 want of bꝛead: if there 


remained any thing vpon cur bones beſide the ſkinne, a 
we would not let to fecde thereon:but ir no other reme⸗ Plaine 
die may be founde, let the one of vs ſerue foꝛ fode to the ace 


other, 82 els ſpare not our lines to feede our mother and food. 


pou, better were it fo2 vs by death to be ridde of our mi⸗ 
ferie, then to endure a famine the ende whercof is vn- 
knowne: is there jought in this Citie ſane men to firde 
vpon: why map not the one of vs denoure the other a⸗ 
ue, oꝛ why are the deade bodies of men couercd in the 
ground that might ſerue a hungry ſtomacke to ferde 
vpon, The father loking vpon them with a heauce 
hart,after many teares ſhed on euery ſide, hauing pon⸗ 
dered theſe ſpeeches , ſtarted vp as a man purpoſed to 
gine them encouragement, and with a comfo2table voice 


 byiefly ſaide vnto them, be content my childꝛen, and be 


of od cheare, ſo ſone as theſe my friends are gone, Y 
will giue pou that which ſhall content vou, but alas, ili 
it were ſufficient fo2 vs all, would be loth to part vith 


c J hope they . 
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the time as it ts, and will not thinke any diſcourtelle 
herein, being allured, themſelues in the like caſe woulde 

doe the like to me, then turning to his neighbours hee 

ſaide, the time hath beene we would not haue denied our 
meate, but our maney, but now our money is nothing 
in reſpect ol our meat, and woe be vnto them that wouid 
not giue the pooꝛe money to buye meate where it is to 
be had, wherefoze J beſeech pou leaue vs a while till we 
haue refreſhed our ſelues, then after J will anſwere any 
thing I ſhall heare ſpoken by you: hereupon the two 
men departed, and ſhoꝛtly after, knowing that their din- 
ner laſtednot long, theſe perſons went againe thether, 
knocking and calling foꝛ him, maruelling that no body 
came to make anſwere, wherefoze being very familiar 
friendes, and ſuſpecting they had beene in their vpper 
chamber, went vp, whereinto they no ſooner entered, 
A man firſt but pzeſently they eſpyed the good man, his wife and 
panges g two childꝛen (about the age of ourtecne peares)all — 
children, Jed one beſide another, and a bill vpon the good mans 
and after bꝛeſt, wherein Was waiten, By this meanes did II firſt 
bim ſelfe ſet my wife and children out of miſerie, aud after 
. — of my ſelfe, tor which offence I aske the Lorde mercy 
and forgiueneſſe: and that your highneſſe may be the 
better ſatiſfied of the truth hereof, the men be here that 
firſt heard his woꝛdes, and after were wofull witneſſes 
of this T2agedy,in ſuch extremitie remaines this miſe⸗ 
rable Citie. 

His Paieſtie that ſcant couldrefraine teares to heare 
The Pari- this dolefull diſcourſe, anſwered: Ah Paris, thy bloud be 
fianscau- on thy one heade, it is thy ſelſe and not I that hath 
ſers ev agg, cauſed this great calamitie, the Lo2d be witneſſe twirt 
ownedi- thee andme,andrewarde me after the innocencie of my 

hart: after theſe wozdes cauſing the ſtarued people to 
be refreſhed, he departed into his chamber, commaim⸗ 
ding that no moꝛe ſhould be ſuffered to come fozth of the 
Citie in ſuch ſoꝛte. Thus 


2 


23 


Thus haue pou hard the good ſucceſſe of the Ringes 
Maie ſtie, whom no doubt, Almightie God pꝛoſpereth 
and pꝛeſcrueth, with the cuill ſucceſſe of rebellicus 
people, and the enimies againſt Gods truth, whem hee 
| in iuſtice puniſheth, and doth in his iuſt iurgements 
bꝛing to confuſion: Almightie God fil pꝛoſper the kings 
pꝛocerdings, and ſend confuſion to his enimies, except 
they ſperdely repent and peelde themſelues vnto him, as 
in right they ought, which God graunt. Amen. 
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